THE MAN I KNEW

owing to the quiet time we had led at Mashobra, but a few
days after our arrival, we were invited by them to Barrackpur>
the Viceroy's house just outside Calcutta, for lunch and
golf. It was delightfully peaceful and Lord and Lady Minto
could not have been kinder.

We certainly had a gay time then, but I did not keep
Douglas late at dances, excepting one, which was not my
fault. It was not really a dance but a large ball given by"
Sir E. Baker, the Lieut-Governor of Bengal. "We dined
beforehand, and as it was an official ceremony we were
obliged to stay for the late supper afterwards. Douglas
chaffed me going home because His Honour had taken me
in, and he remarked that for once I had had to eat! I have
always hated late suppers.

It was really a delightful life in Calcutta; riding early,
horse shows, golf at Tollygunge, and in addition Douglas
was much less away than as Inspector-General of Cavalry.

I must tell an amusing story of a happening the first time
Douglas left me at Calcutta, A young man whom I had
known well in England was being rather rushed by a lady
into marriage, and I was roped in for rides, etc., though I
did not realise the romance going on. I suddenly thought
of giving a dinner at Tollygunge for these two young
people, and the other young sparks and beauties of Calcutta,
but quite a small party.

I asked one of the Commander-in-Chief s A.D.C.S to
help me over the ordering of the wine and left it in his hands
to arrange. We had a very rowdy time, dancing first and
trying to imitate the "apache". Late in the evening someone
suggested "pigsticking^, the ladies to ride on the young men's
backs and to use billiard cues as spears. I think an accident
stopped us and we got home pretty late. Unfortunately the
bill for the wine, which was a terrible one, did not come in
until Douglas had returned. He was astounded by its magni-
tude and said we must have had enough drink for an army.
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